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stockade, and before night more than eighty yards
of this erection were completed.

The work was carried on with no other interrup-
tion on the following day, than the necessary one
of burying the dead: and was so speedily com-
pleted that by the fourteenth of the month half the
number of men were, by the contraction of the
lines, relieved from camp duty : thus obtaining for
each a larger portion of rest during the day, which
enabled them to perform their night watch with
renewed vigour. An additional gun was mounted
and posted on the same day, and every hour wit-
nessed some progress in the discipline or defences
of the colonists.

It was at this period that a friendly message,
accompanied by a small present, consisting of the
country's produce, sent by Prince Tom Bassa, a
chief of some distinction, inspired something like
encouragement to the hopes of the desolate little
band ; but it cannot be denied that their despon-
dency outweighed their hopes, on discovering that,
exclusive of rice, there remained but fifteen days
provision in store, Each individual was now
placed on an allowance per diem, scarcely sufficient
to sustain animal strength, especially when such
constant demands were made upon their industry
and vigilance. No supplies could be obtained
from the natives, in whose hands seven infant chil-
dren were retained as captives, added to which the
enemy's troops, though repelled, had not dispersed,